Thank you for this great opportunity to Introduce Ms Patricia Shippee. 
Pat has worked at Hinsdale Elementary School for many years and has recently taken on the role of Special Education coordinator. Previously she was the schools' guidance counselor and she must have attended thousands of Individual Education Program meetings.  In that time she has supported the hundreds families explaining what is happening at school, and the special education process. Recently, her involvement with Hinsdale Parent Partnership group has helped many more families and community members strengthen partnerships with their schools. Pat understands the challenges that parents face in understanding Individual Education programs and procedures, specialized jargon, insurance and the role of the school in educating their children.

She invests time to connect with parents, sharing experiences, ideas, and strategies.  She says, “ I want to build a bridge between what is being done at school, what parents are doing at home, and in the community”.

She models calm, rational professionalism, which is very much appreciated by all who work with her. Parents say that she is the reason they keep trying their best to communicate their hopes and dreams for their children, and that she always respects them, and gives them the encouragement they need to keep advocating.
Please join me in recognizing Pat Shippee for her contributions to promoting Family-School-Community partnerships in NH.
