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How is your school a community?
The 
participants realized that all involved in the school community have to know each other better and that 
at the core of any community is developing positive relationships
.  
We accomplish more 
by working together.  
A positive school community includes
: 
An open school environment and culture set by  
Administrators 
A
 welcoming staff (i.e. secretary, administrators)
P
arent activities like PTA/parent group events, open h
ouses to meet staff 
Opportunities to 
foster friendships
Literacy nights
, game nights, movie nights 
Multiple opportunities for 
parent
s to work collaboratively
 with staff
   
Opportunities to celebrate- for example 
having a spagh
etti dinner for a goal that was 
      
ac
c
o
mplished.  
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What are the ingredients of a successful family-school pa
rtnership in special education?
           
 
  
Open two-way communication was at the top of the
 list for ingredients of a successful family-school partnership in special education.  
Partnerships are most effective when everyone is working together towards shared goals.  
Other 
important ingredients
 
to successful partnerships 
include: 
 
Using layman’s terms 
Making communication 
personal
/individualizing communication methods to a family’s needs
Communicating 
when things are going well
 and not just when there are issues
Using effective meeting practices such as
 using ground rule
s and an agenda
 
Using disagreements as opportunities to work together in special education 
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How are we 
all
 responsible for educating children with disabilities?
It was noted that if 
we want children with disabilities to be as independent as they can be then we are all collectively responsible for their education.  
While the group recognized that p
arents and teachers are on the front 
line educating children with disabilities, we all have a responsibility to 
inform others i.e. legislators, parents, and 
other 
community members
 about special education and the needs of children with disabilities.  The participants recognized that resources and training were needed to support
 
this effort.    
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