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Catch the Buzz – TIPS 

and strategies to 

engage in partnerships. 

The mission of NH 

Connections is to provide 

technical assistance, 

workshops, and resources 

to enhance strategies to 

effectively engage in 

partnerships.  

Partnerships for 

Student Success in 

Special Education 

encourages partners to 

create, build, and 

sustain relationships. 

Through Regional Support 

Networks, NH 

Connections district 

partners share and 

exchange knowledge and 

experiences. 

 

 

A professional approach to creating and 

maintaining partnerships is grounded in 

research as Sevens Norms of Collaboration.  

Pause 

Paraphase 

Probe for specificity 

Put ideas on the table 

Pay attention to self and others 

Presume positive intentions 

Pursue a balance between  
advocacy and inquiry 

 

Learn the definitions of the seven norms by 

requesting a P4SSinSE guide or schedule a 1-2 

hour workshop with curriculum and 

instruction based on the P4SSinSE guide. 

Pursue a balance between advocacy and 

inquiry 

The intention of advocacy is to influence the 

thinking of others.  Group members sometimes 

attempt to influence with volume and passion.  

Advocacy works through revealing logic and the 

chain of reasoning that supports assumptions 

and conclusions.  

The power of advocacy increases when it is 

structured to influence multiple 

audiences. Global reasoners increase their 

impact when they learn to frame issues for 

concrete and sequential thinkers.  

Those driven by logic and facts increase their 

influence when they learn to frame their ideas 

within feelings and emotions.               Adapted 

from Chapter 3, The Adaptive School By Robert 

J. Garmston and Bruce M. Wellman 

Learn more on advocacy in the next Enews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NH Connections offers strategies to effectively engage 
in partnerships.  

Learn effective strategies by attending the workshop άPartnerships for Student Success in Special Education 
(P3SSinSE)έ. The P4SSinSE Guide, a ready-to-use guide to equip you to develop and support advisory 
groups, parent support groups and special education groups toward increased performance and 
sustainability. 
Request the P4SSinSE guide or a workshop on creating effective partnerships which promote: 

1. Family, school staff, and community member partnerships. 
2. Acting together for shared interests. 
3. Opportunities to build relationships. 
4. Parents becoming informed. 
5. Parent leadership. 
6. A professional approach. 
7. Recognition that we are all part of the solution. 
8. Opportunities to share experiences and resources. 
9. Mutual respect and understanding for various members of the IEP Team. 
10. Participation in the Special Education process and meetings. 

NH Connections provides education, training, and support to your school community  
to enhance strategies to effectively engage in partnerships in special education at all grade levels.  

http://www.nhconnections.org/


 

NH CONNECTIONS IS A PROJECT OF THE PARENT INFORMATION CENTER FUNDED BY THE NHDOE BUREAU OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region Facilitators 

Marlene Marchand 

North Country  

603.466.2089 

mmarchand@picnh.org  

 

Audrey Burke 

Concord/Lakes 

603.860.7015 

aburke@picnh.org 

 

Liz Macdonald 

Central/South West 

603. 866.3111 

lmacdonald@picnh.org  

 

Kyle Szczepanik 

Seacoast  

603.978.6651 

kszczepanik@picnh.org 

 

Joe Hatch 

South Central 

603. 848.4251 

jhatch@picnh.org 

 
 
P.O. Box 2405 Concord, NH 
03302-2405      
603.224.7005       
800.947.7005  
Fax: 603.224.4365      
www.nhconnections.org 
 

 

¶ www.nhconnections.org (updated site 
soon!) 

¶ www.parentinformationcenter.org/SSECT  
¶ www.nhspecialed.org/ 
¶ www.nhpirc.org/ 
¶ www.nhparentsmakethedifference.org/ 

Save-the-date! May 15 - Partnership in 

Education Conference – All Together Now! 

Workshops offered through NH Connections  
 
Parents and Educators Working Together   
(1 1/2 - 2 hour session)  
This workshop will help parents and educators to work together 
effectively to support student learning.  The workshop includes tips 
on successful parent/teacher conferences, the importance of two-way 
communication and shared responsibilities in the education of 
children. 
 
Expanding Parent Involvement in Childrenõs Education  
(1 1/2 - 2 hour session)  
This workshop offers a blueprint for developing parent involvement 
strategies and practices which can lead to increased student 
achievement. Through interactive activities, parents and educators 
will plan the first steps in the development of comprehensive and 
effective parent/school/community partnerships. 
 
 

Parent Leadership  in 
Special Education  

Series  

ά¢ƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 
dispute. When schools work 

together with families to support 
learning, children tend to 

succeed not just in school, but 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƭƛŦŜέ 

(A New Generation of Evidence, 
Henderson and Berla (1994, p. 1). 

 
Strategies offered by NH Connections are 
developed research based methods to give 
parents the skills necessary to make the 
most of each relationship with educators, 
school administrators, community members, 
and other parents.  
Offered at a location in each region of NH, 
please contact NH Connections for more 
information on the Parent Leadership Series. 
 
School leaders – please pass the word 
about this informative series to parents. 

NH CONNECTIONS STAFF 

Deborah A. Rosato 

Director, NH Connections  

800.947.7005 in NH 603.224.7005 ext. 35 or 

603.848.4204 

drosato@picnh.org 

 

 

TIP 
for  effective 
partnerships  

 
Partners  recog nize  that we 
are all part of the solution.  
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