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NH CONNECTIONS

lumuuc SCHOOL, TAMLY, AND COMMUNITY

was held on January 28 at Southern New
Hampshire University to further
understand “Parent
Speci al Education”

Outcomes from questions will result in
proposed action items. Three questions
were identified prior to the world café
style forum.

V' Question one: What does your
vision of parent involvement in
Special Education look like?

V Question Two: What parent
involvement happens in our schools
today?

V Question Three: What challenges
prevent us from improving parent
involvement in Special Education?

Conversations were held to address each
question and each participant had the
opportunity to speak about each question.
Notes were captured of the discussion by
the table moderators.

The comments for each question were
shared and the participants then voted on
what they see as priorities for proposed
action items.
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What would your vision of parent involvement in

special education look like?

Collaboration together to build true partnerships.

Workshops are held for Parent and teachers to attend together to learn
strategies.

An effective two way communication agreement is completed.

Partners would complete and implement a chart or log to relay behaviors
and for communication to and from school.

Schools provide a variety of opportunities for parents to be involved.

Home events are relayed to school so teacher is informed.
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The system of education is not separated by general education and
special education.

All partners consider the child first, then Special Education.

Parent or teachers are available and used as resources to assist their
child’ s |l earning.

U Use online technology for grades, assignments, and training is available
on its use.

Parents set goals for children, teachers facilitate, less focus on testing.
Parent support groups exist and workshops are held.

Parents are informed of t heir C

Parents and school personnel en

individuality or uniqueness.

U Ideas on purchases for home to help with learning are provided to
parents.

U Schools inform parents about the specific teaching methods or programs
used to teach the curriculum.

i South Central forum participants included:
: 23 participants representing: 5 students, 7 parents, 7 school educators and
i administrators, and 4 staff for NH Connections.
: SAUs represented: 8, 10, 12,15, 17, 26, 27, and 41.
E School districts represented: Londonderry, Auburn, Candia, Derry, Bedford, Hollis-
i Brookline, Merrimack, Concord, and Litchfield.
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Priorities

include:

Collaborate together to build true
partnerships.

Parents and teachers are partners
and they are available as a resource
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Two way communication is used
among and between parents,
educators, school administrators,
and others while addressing
effective communication skills.

During spring 2010, the Regional
Support Network will create action
plans to address the above
priorities.

Next RSN meetings held at
Memorial High School, 1 Crusader
Way, Manchester

March 4, 6-8pm,
April 15, 6-8pm

of South Central Region
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What parent involvement happens

in our schools today?

Parents and teachers as partne!
i nvol vement in the child'"s edu:
Parents write letters to school personnel.

Input is requested from parents for newsletters and using websites.
Parent binder is created with notices for two way communication.
Parent meetings with teachers and other parents happen.
Communication logbook is created which includes related services and
strategies.

Volunteering, parents are surveyed for specific volunteering
opportunities.

Resource and information exchanging exists among parents and
educators.

Parents sit on committees, technology, budget, PTA, school board, etc.
Parent resource lending library exists and parents are mentors of newly
diagnosed.

All individuals involved with the child meet and work together.
Suggestion boxes exist and parents assist the school administration.
Meetings between the higher level administrator or superintendant and
the representative of the parent support group happen to have an
impact on parent involvement in the schools.

Thank you breakfast for special education teams.

Parent workshops to provide strategies for math and reading and also to
meet other parents are part of parent support groups.

NH Connections is a project funded by the NH Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education
' to provide technical assistance, workshops and resources to schools/school districts to enhance

strategies of parent involvement in special education.

IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

NH CONNECTIONS IS A PROJECT OF THE PARENT INFORMATION CENTER FUNDED BY THE NHDOE BUREAU OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
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Where do we 80

now that we understand the priorities

of the partners of the proposed action
items in the South Central Region?

Meet March 4 and April 15.

During the meetings, we will develop
Action Plans at the level that you and
your community members feel
comfortable: develop Regional Action
Plans, SAU Action Plans, District Level
Action Plans or School Level Action
Plans.

Please be thinking of how we can
address the priorities. There is plenty
of research on parent involvement
and related to the issues on the NH
Connections website. In looking at
these issues we realize they have a
common themes, collaboration,
effective communication, active
listening, partnering, and solving
problems or concerns.

IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

What challenges prevent us from improving parent

involvement in Special Education?
Communication that is two-way and listening respectfully to address
common misconceptions.

Being argumentative is counter- productive, educators and parents
should bringtoands har e positive ideas foc
IEP meeting.

Curriculum based measurements workshop is needed for parents to
understand the concepts.

Culture of the school leadership should embrace parent involvement as a
helpful tool. Be aware of ethnic cultural differences. Schools are hesitant
to work with overbearing parents.

People can make the wrong assumptions, ask qualified questions for
clarification.

Financial reality is parents and school districts are struggling. Budgets go
to school board and budget committee.

Lack of understanding of special education process for both parents and
educators.

There needs to be a balance between special education and the
integration of students with disabilities into the regular classroom.

P ar e n tsbrpercéptibes af schools are not always accurate, also the
way school s | o0k —tadmany assureptionsare i s n
made on both sides.

Educators are uncertain of parent needs and what parent wants in |IEP.
Training for general education teachers on practices for children with
unique needs. General education teachers are not provided the training
on practices for children with unique needs.

Pressure from parents that teachers know the interventions necessary
for all disabilities, when teacherpr e par at i on pr ogr &
disabilities and all strategies.

Teacher’'s efforts are not seen
Lack of time, look at teacher compensation or incentives during off hours
for involvement with families. Teachers are not provided the time during
work hours for involvement with families.

Less frequent parent and educator collaborative work sessions that are
important to addressing concerns. Important to addressing child and
parent concerns, lack of time to hold parent and educator collaborative
work sessions.

NH CONNECTIONS IS A PROJECT OF THE PARENT INFORMATION CENTER FUNDED BY THE NHDOE BUREAU OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
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NH CONNECTIONS STAFF

Deborah A. Rosato

Director, NH Connections

800.947.7005 in NH 603.224.7005 ext. 35 or
603.848.4204

drosato@picnh.or
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Marlene Marchand
North Country
603.466.2089
nhc_nc@yahoo.com

Audrey Burke
Concord/Lakes
603.860.7015
audreynhc@gmail.com

Liz Macdonald
Central/South West
603.866.3111
lizzimac@gmail.com

Deb Rosato, Interim
Seacoast
603.978.6651
kylenhcs@yahoo.com

Joe Hatch

South Central
603.848.4215
joehatch@comcast.net

P.O. Box 2405 Concord,

03302-2405
603.224.7005
800.947.7005

Fax: 603.224.4365
www.nhconnections.org

Region Facilitators
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VISIT THE NEW
UPDATED WEBSITE
OF

NH CONNECTIONS.

Workshops are available

i through NH Connections to
provide strategies to enhance
parent involvement in schools!

NH CONNECTIONS IS A PROJECT OF THE PARENT INFORMATION CENTER FUNDED BY THE NHDOE BUREAU OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
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